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oa ONTRARY to the general expecta- 
Aras tion, the Syrian nationalist uprising, 
rent which began as a local insurrection in 
eri.) July 1925, has had sufficient vitality to 
Gib.) Persist until the very eve of the February 
of meeting of the Permanent Mandates Com- 
ical mission of the League, at which the 
send French administration of Syria during 
On) 1925 is to be discussed. This fact is 
s off more remarkable because an earnest at- 
pan tempt was made by the French authorities 
ed ‘ to restore order sufficiently early so that 
eral the complete pacification of Syria might 
are be reported to the Permanent Mandates 
d by Commission.  __ 
a High Commissioner de Jouvenel, des- 
= patched to Syria in November to succeed 
= General Sarrail, whose tactlessness was 
aaa the immediate cause of the Druse out- 
an | break, has so far failed to arrive at a sat- 
Fei isfactory agreement with the National- 
oe ists. Charged with the duty of establish- 
that ing a more liberal administration in Syria, 
he has been balked at every turn by the 
opposition of Nationalists who still hope 
' by holding to their original demands to 
lo. 6,5 gain more than France is yet willing to 
ding.) concede. The Nationalist demands were 
reet,) presented to High Commissioner de Jou- 
} venel late in December and included recog- 
} nition of Syrian sovereignty, the formu- 
pared) lation of a national constitution, the im- 
L. F§ mediate establishment of a provisional 
1925.3 Syrian government, unification of Syria 
ry of} divided by the French into four separate 
The} states, a clear definition of the manda- 
com-| tory relationship and general political am- 
, it is} nesty. The High Commissioner was will- 
ing to meet the majority of the Syrian 
demands, but refused to grant amnesty 
Lrm4-} to the leaders of the uprising and reserved 
ae for later adjustment the questions of sov- 
1926. ereignty and mandatory relationship. The 
insurgents thereupon returned to the con- 
Bow 4 flict. 





Meanwhile de Jouvenel attempted to 
lessen the following of the insurgent lead- 
ers by granting directly the majority of 
their demands. He announced that elec- 
tions to a Syrian Legislative Council would 
be held the second week of January; he se- 
lected a group of representative Syrian 
notables to act as a provisional govern- 
ment; and he gave favorable considera- 
tion to petitions from Baalbeck and other 
centers asking that territories separated 
from Syria by the first French High Com- 
missioner and annexed by him to the Le- 
banon be reunited with Syria proper. 


But these concessions failed to alter 
the situation materially. Elections were 
boycotted by that part of the elec- 
torate which was under the influence of 
the People’s Party, with the result that 
no deputies were elected at Homs and 
Hama, while in the Damascus section, 
where martial law prevailed, there was 
no attempt to hold elections. It could 
scarcely be said, therefore, that the thirty- 
one deputies actually elected in various 
districts, chiefly in and around Aleppo, 
were representative of Syria as a whole. 
The Provisional Executive chosen by de 
Jouvene! resigned in a body because the 
conditions on which they had agreed to 
act were rejected by the High Commis- 
sioner. Charges were made by Syrians 
that although he had ostensibly favored 
the unification of Syria, de Jouvenel was 
attempting to isolate the troublesome 
Druses by instituting separatist propa- 
ganda in certain parts of the Hauran. 

Faced with these difficulties, de Jouv- 
enel appointed a French governor over all 
Syria to carry on the executive adminis- 
tration and prepare for the first meeting 
of the Legislative Council in spite of na- 
tionalist non-cooperation. 


ELIZABETH P. MACCALLUM. 
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Mussolini Shows His Teeth 


HE spirit of Locarno was conspicu- 

ously absent from Mussolini’s speech 
in the Chamber of Deputies February 6, 
on his policy toward Germany. Amidst 
frantic enthusiasm, and in the most out- 
spoken terms, the Italian Premier warned 
Germany to stop her anti-Italian agita- 
tion in regard to the Tyrol, and declared 
that “Italy is ready if necessary to carry 
her barriers beyond her present frontiers, 
but back, never.” Going one step beyond 
the severity of the Mosaic code, he an- 
nounced that Fascismo will exact “two 
eyes for the loss of only one eye and of a 
whole set of teeth for the loss of only one 
tooth.” 

Mussolini’s speech was in answer to a 
campaign in Germany protesting against 
the rapid denationalization carried on by 
the Fascist government in South Tyrol, 
territory ceded to Italy by Austria as a 
result of the war. The population of the 
northern part of the ceded territory is 
almost 100 per cent German in speech 
and race, and resents the efforts at en- 
forced Italianization which recall similar 
methods employed before the war by Ger- 
many in Poland and Russia in Finland. 

The fact that before the war South 
Tyrol was a part of Austria, not of Ger- 
many, does not deter the Germans of the 
Reich from championing the cause of Ger- 
man minorities beyond their borders. In 
fact, it has been intimated that the pres- 
ent agitation in Germany began after 
Italy’s refusal to consider favorably the 
union of Austria and Germany so much 
desired by large sections of the popula- 
tion in those two countries. 

In spite of the tension created by 
Mussolini’s speech, the German Govern- 
ment has decided not to postpone its 
application for entrance into the League 
of Nations. It may be noted in this 
connection that whereas the League has 
been charged with the protection of 
racial, religious and linguistic minori- 
ties in a number of states created or 
enlarged as the result of the world 
war, Italy signed no treaty for the pro- 
tection of her minorities, although she ac- 
quired important territories with foreign 
populations. R. B.-W. 

Far Eastern Notes 

HE Chinese reaction to the recent So- 

viet movements in Manchuria seems, 
from the meagre reports available, to be 
one of vigorous resentment. This 
trend, the relative quiet in the North, 
the growing support given to the pro- 
ject of a genuine Chinese National 
Conference, and the good prospects that 
the new Cabinet in Peking will success- 
fully weather the Chinese New Year 
make the general outlook on the Asiatic 
mainland considerably brighter than two 
weeks ago. 
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It is reported that the projected Na- 
tional Conference will attempt: 


1. To arrange for a truce among the mili- 
tarists on a basis of the status quo; 

2. To reorganize the Provincial Assemblies 
and bring the Provincial governments in more 
direct contact with the people; 

To reconstruct Parliament on a new 
basis of representation; 

4. To provide a method of electing a Pres- 
ident and replacing the Provisional Govern. 
ment at Peking; and, 

5. To discuss a program of recovery of 
national rights which would be supported by 
ail sections and all parties. 


The Customs Conference, however, has 
shown no real progress during the last 
two months. The Chinese still request the 
right to levy a 30 per cent and a 20 per 
cent tax upon grade A and grade B lux- 
uries respectively, and the right to in- 
crease the ordinary duty to 121% per cent. 


The American delegates have conceded the 


latter point, but the other Powers, with 
the exception of Japan, have taken no defi- 
nite stand. Japan has proposed that the 
flat rate be limited to 74% per cent, with 
the consequence that the Chinese are ac- 


cusing her of dilatory and obstructive! 


tactics. The decision as to the luxury 
rates is still pending. The success or fail- 
ure of the Conference depends upon the’ 
developments of the next few weeks. 
In Japan, the sudden death of Premier 
Kato has come at an unusually difficult 
time. Although the Kenseikai Party, of 
which Viscount Kato was President, is in 
power, it controls only 162 seats of the 
total 464 in the House of Representatives. 
Consequently, a dissolution of the Diet’ 
may be necessary —in which event the 





ballots of nine or ten million bewildered’ 
new voters under the recent universal 
manhood suffrage law would be decisive.’ 
Risking such an unknown quantity, how-' 
ever, has not appealed any more to the 
Kenseikai’s opponents than to the Gov-' 
ernment party itself. Dissolution, there-’ 
fore, seemed unlikely to be forced in the 
Lower House, at least while Kato was 
Premier. But there remains the House 
of Peers—usually the means of wrecking 
Governments in the past. Here the party 
lines are entirely different, and the hope 
of avoiding dissolution centered prior to 
Kato’s death upon a reported working 
agreement between him and the dominat- 
ing Kenkyukai. It is a question whether 


such delicate equilibrium can survive 
without the unusual political ability 
of the late Premier. R. T.R. | 
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